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This front page
picture was

coloured by Susie
Giesbrecht, age 14

from Taber.
She was the winner

of our annual
colouring contest

for Prairie Post
West. See more

honourable
mentions inside
on pages 12-13.
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Metal Roo� ng and Siding
Rockport Rollforming

NO Order Too Large Or Too Small 
• Metal roo� ng 
• Metal Sidings
• Metal Trims
• 27 colors Availablerockportrollforming07@gmail.com

Magrath, AB 
Contact: 403-758-3147
Fax: 403-758-3174
Hours: Mon.-Sat., 7:30am - 8pm

Introducing Homestile

• Now available in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Montana

Clay Style Roo� ng Pro� le with Metal Durability

Thinking of building...?

403-320-5400
southwestdesignandconstruction.com

Agricultural, Commercial, & Industrial

Building for over 30 years!



BY STEPHANIE LABBE

CLARESHOLM
By mid-December tickets were already 80 per cent

sold for the Willy Wonka production coming to
Claresholm Jan. 13-21.

The Claresholm Arts Society is presenting this play
at the Claresholm Community Centre. 

This is the third play the Claresholm Arts Society
has put on and organizers are excited to see the
interest in this selection already.

Carmelle Steel, promotions co-ordinator, says
preparations for the play have been progressing well.
In December, the crew has been busy building larger
pieces for the set, selling tickets and the performers
have been practising three days a week since the
beginning of October. 

“We went through a lot of plays to figure out what
we wanted to do,” says Steel. 

Costumes are pretty much finished with just final
touches left before they can get into the community
centre to start setting up. 

Over the last two years, the plays they chose weren’t
focused on including children. This year, they wanted
to choose a play that was both more family friendly,
but also gave children within the community a
chance to take part. 

“(We wanted) just to fill a gap in our community. 
We don’t have drama in our high school anymore 
and so it was actually started by some people at the
school looking to fill that gap by doing community
theatre,” adds Steel. 

The CAS began as a way to support the band
program at the school. The band instructor actually
ended up being the first director for the first play they
hosted. There is still a band program at the school,
but it’s limited. 

Everyone acting in the play are local children and
adults from Claresholm Stavely and Fort Macleod.
Some of the people from Fort Macleod were in the
play last year as well. 

The CAS is all volunteer-based and Steel says they
have an awesome group. 

One of the volunteers is a part-time DJ and is doing
the sound and lights. 

There is a volunteer in construction who also has a
son in the play, who is building the sets. 

“We just sort of have this perfect little scenario right
now, because of the kids that are involved in the play
and the people in our community that have those
talents that we really have a great production crew
right now,” adds Steel. 

There will be seven showings of the play between
Jan. 13-21 with shows only on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday each week. 

As of Dec. 8, one show was completely sold out with

others being close. Last year, the ticket sales were
strong. This year, they’re expecting great crowds.

Money from the ticket sales will be going back into
the production costs. The crew has to pay for the
rights of the show in American dollars. 

Steel says organizers are predicting to break even
this year. Any profits from the ticket sales, would be
used for improvements to the community centre
where they hold their plays. 

If people want to purchase tickets to any of the
showings, they can go to the Linderman Law office 
in Claresholm.

Claresholm Arts Society presents Willy Wonka in January
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SOUTHWEST ALBERTA
The Parent Preschool Program (PPP) has

received well-deserved recognition earning
an Alberta Human Services award. 

The PPP recently received the Child
Development Professional Award of
Excellence in the program category from the
Ministry of Human Services at a luncheon 
at Government House in Edmonton. 

Crystie Praskach, PPP chair, says this is
the first time the program has received this
award. 

“We were honoured to be recognized for
our unique program. Early Childhood
Education can easily be dismissed as people
can mistake it for ‘play’ and ‘child-minding.’
However, there are many professionals who
… dedicate their lives to children, their
families and training future early childhood
educators,” says Praskach. “We are grateful for the
opportunity to be recognized for our programming
and to see that innovative practice in this area is
being celebrated.” 

The PPP started in 1988 to provide an alternative
preschool program in the rural communities.
It partnered with Barons-Eureka-Warner Family
Community Support Services (FCSS) and the
Lethbridge College Early Childhood Education
Program.

Receiving this award provides recognition for the
program and the partnership. 

“There have been numerous people throughout the
years who have contributed to the success of this
program and this award goes out to all of them,” 
adds Praskach. “Years of volunteer parents, preschool
teachers, college associates and students, family
coaches and community partnerships all deserve 
this award.”

Praskach explains they have 13 programs running
in seven communities including Lethbridge, Coaldale,

Fort Macleod, Taber, Coalhurst, Picture Butte and
Nobleford. 

These programs are partnerships between the
Barons-Eureka-Warner Family and Community
Support Services, Lethbridge College and the board 
of the Parent Preschool Program of Southwestern
Alberta. 

This program and its board are made up of parent
volunteers from across the communities. 

“Each teacher has four Lethbridge College students
with them completing their practicum hours in Early
Childhood Education. The teachers plan curriculum
and … activities and eventually the students begin
planning for the program as the year progresses,”
adds Praskach. 

Children attend the preschool day and a parent is
on-site in another room. Parents are connecting with
other parents in their own communities and learning
about early childhood development, parenting
strategies, brain development, relationships, 
health and wellness and numerous other topics from

counselors, coaches, community services
and round-table discussions. 

“The majority of these speakers come
from our partnership with BEWFCSS. 
Our goal is to provide preschool
programming for rural communities and
parent education, of which this has
expanded to include two programs in
Lethbridge,” adds Praskach. “We hope to
provide learning experiences for children
through best practice strategies that 
use the Early Learning and Child Care
Curriculum Framework for Alberta.

This program helps in many ways 
when it comes to young children,
parents, students and educators. 

“The Parent Preschool Program is
important, because it connects parents,
educators, students, community support
services and children together. It
supports parents of children in early

years, connects them to other … parents, coaches
and community supports. Our program also provides
a practicum environment for college students
studying Early Childhood Education. The
partnerships between BEWFCSS, the Lethbridge
College and 
the PPP Board provide a … unique experience
allowing all members to benefit from new and best
practice from this collaboration.”

Praskach says they received a hand-blown glass
trophy and a Santa-sized sack of toys provided by 
the awards sponsor Wintergreen Learning Materials. 

She adds their nomination would not have been 
a success without the praises of Zakk Morrison,
director of BEWFCSS and Joane Keitly of Lethbridge
College. 

It is free to join, but parents must register as spaces
fill quickly and it’s not a drop-in program.

For more information on this program, visit:
http://www.parentpreschool.org/.

Parent Preschool Program earns provincial award

Photo contributed
Little Bow MLA David Schneider, far right, was in attendance at the
awards luncheon to receive an award for the Parents Preschool
Program of Southwestern Alberta from the Ministry of Human Services.

Claresholm

If you want to become a delegate for the upcoming 
leadership conven� on in Calgary, Alberta on March 
17-19, 2017 please send a no� ce of interest to your 

DRO, Dick Burnham at burnham@shaw.ca
by January 13, 2017 by 12:00pm (noon).

In order to be a delegate nominee or vo� ng member, 
you must a� end the mee� ng in person, meet all 

eligibility requirements and hold a membership for at 
least 14 days prior to the mee� ng date (11:59pm on 

January 5, 2017). As well, those wan� ng to be a 
delegate nominee will be asked to speak at the mee� ng.

More details available at www.pcalberta.org

No� ce of Delegate Selec� on 
Mee� ng for PCAA Leadership

Livingstone - Macleod
7:00 PM January 20, 2017

Claresholm Community Hall – 
Lodge Room (North Side)

8 59th Ave. W., Claresholm, AB T0L 0T0

206 4 Ave., Stirling, AB • 403-756-3058

THE TREASURE BARN 
wishes everyone a wonderful

Christmas Season
and all the best for 2017.

American Paint Workshops
Beginner classes Jan.9 & 11 at 6:30pm

Intermediate class Jan.14 at 10am
Register early!
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Preparations are going really well, according to Marco

Chouinard from NORAD Tracks Santa for this year’s
annual NORAD Tracks Santa worldwide event, which
tracks the whereabouts of the jolly old elf throughout
Christmas Eve.

“We’ve already started prepping the op-centre we are
going to use — the NORAD Tracks Santa Operation
Centre. We’re making connections with all our
volunteers. Like last year, we’re probably going to have
over 1,500 volunteers who will make this wonderful
thing possible on Dec. 24,” he noted.

Last year statistics-wise, NORAD Tracks Santa had
more than 140,000 calls during the 23 hours the
op-centre was in operation. Also the op centre received
and answered more than 2,800 e-mails and the official
website had 22-million unique visits. The website is
available in eight languages.

“Our free mobile apps, either on Android or iPhone
or Windows phone, had over four million downloads of
the games and the apps. On social media, we have over
1.6 million fans and on You Tube we have millions of
views. It’s doing pretty good,” he said.

NORAD Tracks Santa got its start Dec. 24, 1955
when a call was made to the Continental Air Defense
Command Operations Centre, located in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

“It’s the red phone that rang, but it wasn’t the
president or the general that called this top secret
phone, it was a young child from downtown,” explains
Chouinard. “Initially, the colonel who was the team
supervisor that evening, he thought it was a joke.
He asked to speak to the kid’s parents. He quickly
realized the local department store had run an ad and
it was a misprint in the phone number and it was
giving the secret phone number. What he did, is rather
than hang up on the kids calling that evening, he
advised his entire crew any time a child called and
asked where Santa was, they would look up at the

radar scope and provide the child the position of Santa.
That’s how the tradition began. It was rolled over into
NORAD when NORAD was formed in 1958.”

There is usually one person who starts the leg work
for the annual operation in June, Chouinard said,
and then a little later on in the summer and fall
another person from the section gets going on the
annual festive project.

“When we hit September and October the media
section gets involved with prepping the press release
we send and as soon as that is out we start receiving
all kinds of requests for phone interviews and radio
and TV people booking live interviews for Dec. 24.
The other thing that is very interesting is early in
September, people start calling up about volunteering
— ‘When can I volunteer?’; ‘When is the list out, when
we can volunteer to be one of the lucky people to
answer the phones that evening or doing any of the
op centre?’”

People are really excited about volunteering and they
even come as a family to volunteer.

“It’s kind of a family event and tradition. They come
help track Santa,” he added.

Last year marked Chouinard’s first year in the
operations centre and he said the feeling on Christmas
Eve at the centre was amazing.

“The whole centre is buzzing with people on the
phones. The phones are ringing off the hooks and
we’re doing interviews. It’s almost magical,” he said.

As for any advice for southern Alberta children this
Christmas Eve, Chouinard said, make sure to leave out
the usual cookies and milk for the big guy, but if they
would like to leave something out for the reindeer, they
love carrots.

“The kids have to be in bed by 9 p.m. because usually
Santa shows up between 9 p.m. and midnight, but it’s
good to go to bed early. Otherwise, he has to bypass
the house and he has to come back,” he added.
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A southwest Alberta rancher has been wanting

inactive sour gas wells to be removed from his
property for decades.

Tony Bruder and his family live on their three-
generation ranch near Twin Butte and they’ve been
trying to get the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) to
remove two inactive gas wells.

After years of frustration, Bruder decided to write an
article about their issue in hopes of shaming the AER
into doing its job. In October, Bruder wrote the article
about the history of his family on the ranch and the
history of the oil wells that have yet to be removed.
These wells have been inactive since 1994 and Bruder
and his family are frustrated with AER.

“Basically, for the three generations, we’ve been
fighting with the oil and gas companies to do what’s
right on the landscape … right from the time it was
drilled to now,” says Bruder.

He explains every time the lease changes hands
between companies, it goes to a smaller company
with less regard for the landscape. They generally
don’t have any money to do anything. They’re just
buying it in the hope that someone will buy it from
them and make a profit.

Bruder says, for the last two or three companies
that have leased the land, he is continuously having
to go through the ���
�	� �� process with the Service
Rights Board just to get paid.

“We’ve been wanting, since 1994 for the well site
to be cleaned up and reclaimed and … AER keeps
telling us that they’re going to get something done
and haven’t been … even following their own
guidelines so we wrote the article hoping to shame
them into actually doing their job,” adds Bruder.

Since Bruder wrote this article, the AER has given
the current leasing company another order until
January 2017 to do the work. The company recently
applied for a May 2017 deadline to get the well site
cleaned up and reclaimed.

There has been a company contracted to do the
Phase 2 study now and they’re supposed to at least
do their flagging before Christmas, says Bruder.

This gives Bruder and his family a small amount
of relief that action is starting, but Bruder adds he
won’t be confident until he see’s Phase 3 and Phase 4
completed.

Bruder says there are no words to explain how
frustrated he and his family have become.

Ecojustice has taken on this case for the Bruder
family and he is thankful. It’s a long process to get
this done, but without Ecojustice, they would just be
sitting idle like most of the other landowners in the
province in similar situations.

Bruder said in his article there are more than
80,000 inactive oil and gas wells in Alberta and
thousands have been decommissioned, but in many
cases, the land has not been cleaned up.

There have been multiple e-mails and letters sent to

AER from the Bruder family’s lawyers, Ecojustice.
In 2014, Nomad Exploration Ltd. was issued

an order by the AER to decommission the well.
AER eventually had to do the work itself.

Bruder wrote in his article, they watched AER
officials haul 12 truckloads of contaminated soil
from a small portion of the lease site. A preliminary
environmental investigation showed there was more
contaminated soil on and surrounding the well site.

In September of 2015, Bruder stated in his article
the AER ordered Nomad to complete a more detailed
site investigation to determine the extent of the
contamination. However, Nomad once again did
nothing to effectively rectify the situation nor did
AER.

After numerous letters from the Ecojustice lawyers
and e-mails, the AER issued another order that
asked Nomad to create a plan to commence the site
assessment by Aug. 2016. This was the same work
they had ordered Nomad to complete the year prior.
Nomad did create a plan, but there was no follow-up.

Bruder and his family are worried about the
amount of contaminated soil that now sits on their
land because of the inactive wells. They’ve worked
hard to preserve that land for future generations.

He wrote in his article that his children are
reluctant to take over the property, because of
the AER’s inaction. It doesn’t help that they have
grown up absorbing their parent’s disbelief and
frustration at the dim prospects of a clean-up.
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Tel:403-381-8277
Cell:403-634-8277

Email:info@alpinetarps.com
website:www.alpinetarps.com

#2,564-39thStreet North
Lethbridge,Alberta T1H6Y2

Bryon Williams
owner / operator

Wishing Everyone a
Very Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

Red Deer, AB
Phone: 403-506-4742 • john.thomas@corrgrain.ca

JOHNTHOMAS
Territory Sales Manager - South Alberta

www.corrgrain.ca

Merry Christmas &Happy NewYearMerryChristmas&HappyNewYear � �
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