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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM: Students hold provincial flags at the Picture Butte cenotaph as part of the high school Remembrance Day ceremony, which
included Huntsville School and Dorothy Dalgliesh School. See more photos and the story on Page 12.

ABP gathers insight at annual producer meetings

By STEPHANIE LABBE
ALBERTA

Across the province, Alberta Beef Producers (ABP)
officials had the chance to gain insights into local
producers' concerns during the last week of October
and the first week of November.

The Alberta Beef Producers held 24 meetings across
the province to hear concerns and determine what
can be done.

The ABP held meetings in Fort Macleod Oct. 24 and
Picture Butte Nov. 1. Rich Smith, executive director
for the ABP, says they heard concerns of producers.
Organizers were pleased with outcomes of both
meetings.

This year, they tried to engage producers during the
meetings.

“The exercise was successful and we had a very
good level of discussion among the producers
attending the meetings. This is important, because
the primary purpose of the meetings is for us to talk
with grass roots producers about the industry and

direction for ABP,” says Smith.

The main topics of discussion at both meetings was
the poor weather through harvest this year as well
as government policies and regulations, consumer
trends, succession on farms and ranches and the
financial health of industry sectors.

Smith says major concerns they heard from
producers were the impact of government regulations
and policies under Bill 6, carbon levy and Lethbridge
County's infrastructure levy on their operations.
Other main concerns were consumers moving away
from local producers’ conventional beef production
systems, the challenge in attracting and financing
the next generation of producers and the TB case in
southeastern Alberta.

“These are all issues that ABP has been working
to address through our advocacy with governments,
our social licence work through the Canadian
Roundtable for Sustainable Beef and other
organizations and ongoing communications
efforts with young producers,” adds Smith.

There were close to 100 people in attendance at the
Fort Macleod meeting.

However, Smith says they were a little disappointed
in the turnout for the Picture Butte meeting, but he
says they did have a number of influential cattle
feeders there.

“We are pleased with the outcome of these meetings,
especially the extent to which we are able to hear
from grass roots producers,” adds Smith.

All of the information that is collected from the
fall meetings across the province will be used to guide
the work of ABP in setting priorities through the
following year.

“The resolutions that were passed at these meetings
are considered by the ABP delegates and directors
at our Annual General Meeting or through our
board, council and committee meetings. We are a
producer organization and the direction we receive
from producers at fall meetings is a critical part
of providing good representation for them,” adds
Smith.
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WPACs meet to share information and ideas

watershed planning and advisory
councils to see what others are doing
in their watersheds.

The WPAC Summit was a showcase of
the diversity of WPAC accomplishments,
the WPAC Government of Alberta
partnership and an opportunity for
WPAC directors and staff to meet and
learn from each other.

“We discussed our greatest
achievements over the past year and

BY STEPHANIE LABBE
PINCHER CREEK

The Oldman Watershed Council
(OWC), busy with the local watershed is
communicating with other groups and
finding out what others are doing in
their areas.

On Oct. 27, 28 members of the OWC
were in Calgary at the 2016 Alberta
Watershed Planning and Advisory
Council (WPAC) Summit with other

Photo contributed
Shannon Frank, executive director of the Oldman Watershed Council, had
the chance to share some of their work with other Watershed Planning and
Advisory Councils at a summit held at the end of October.
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opportunities to strengthen the WPAC
— GOA (Government of Alberta)
partnership. We also had two special
presentations from experts,” says
Shannon Frank, executive director
for the OWC.

One of the presentations was
about the importance of WPACs as
environmental collaboration and
the other was about environmental
indicators reporting, which is about
showing the health of watersheds.

Frank also presented on a panel
about the role of WPACs in the GOA’s
regional planning process and the take
home message there is that they are
playing a significant role in providing
information and advice to GOA, getting
stakeholders involved in the process
and helping implement plans.

Frank adds WPAC officials would like
to see more of their information and
advice reflected in regional plans and
will continue to advocate for this.

This summit is held every one to two
years as capacity and needs allow.

OWC officials help organize and
attend the summit, because it's more
important that WPAC members
showcase their work to each other, to
founders and to the communities.

“It is also critical that WPAC directors
and staff have opportunities to learn
from each other and build relationships
across the province so that they are
supported in their work. At every
summit, I learn new things and
strengthen relationships with others.

It is also vital that WPACs take stock of
our partnership with GOA and have an
attitude of continuous improvements
so that we continue to be effective

and valuable to GOA and to our
communities,” adds Frank.

She says this summit is more about
the individual learning each person has
than at an organizational level.

One aspect that came across strongly
was the importance of working with
municipalities and working across
borders.

“The North Saskatchewan Watershed
Alliance showcased their successful
partnerships with municipalities
in completing local watershed
management plans. The Milk River
Watershed Council Canada showcased
their transboundary State of the
Watershed Report and other efforts,
such as tours with their neighbours
in Saskatchewan and U.S.A.,” adds
Frank.

Once the OWC is doing a similar
project to one that another WPAC has
done, they always talk to them in more
detail before they start. The summit
was an opportunity to be aware of
what projects are happening so OWC
officials can discuss them in more
detail later if needed. An example is the
Battle River Watershed Alliance has
completed drought management policy
advice and implementation guidelines,
so the OWC, or a stakeholder, working
on drought planning now know where
to turn for advice and guidance.
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Conservation deal for Welsch Ranch

By DAVE MABELL
ALBERTA NEWSPAPER GROUP
SOUTHWEST ALBERTA

A large sweep of southern Alberta
ranchland is being preserved for
future generations.

The Nature Conservancy of Canada
has announced an agreement
covering 3,034 acres of land on the
southern flank of the Porcupine Hills.

The Welsch Ranch, about 20
kilometres north of Pincher Creek, will
be protected “in perpetuity,”
the organization says, thanks to
co-operation from the family that’s
been ranching there since 1947.

Reno Welsch and his wife Corine
took over its operation in 1971.

The agreement, he says, “gives me
the freedom to run the ranch the way
I always wanted it run, and to protect
it for future generations.”

“It also protects the land for
agricultural use at a time where
agricultural land — especially good

ranch land — is getting harder and
harder to find.”

The south-facing valley, overlooking
the Oldman River, is close to other
properties now covered by Nature
Conservancy agreement, including the
Waldron Ranch and the King Ranch.

Both the provincial and federal
governments support the conservancy
program. In Alberta,
the Land Trust Grant Program is
provided, while nationally the Natural
Areas Conservation Program offers
assistance.

The conservation agreement will
restrict subdivision of the property,
regardless of its ownership, while
preserving habitat for a diversity of
animal and plant species. The Welsch
Ranch is known as a wildlife corridor
for cougars, bears and other large
animals.

The ferruginous hawk, now
considered “threatened” in Alberta,
can also be found on the ranch.

Last year, 93% of FCC learning event attendees found theirs.

Register

and agri-food

today

j/@ Farm Credit Canada

Advancing the business of agriculture

e Take home practical business tips from industry experts
e Business, finance and sector-specific topics

¢ Free for everyone involved in agriculture, agribusiness

1-800-387-3232 | fcc.ca/Breakthrough

Discover your

Canadi







