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KICK IT: Seven-year-old Isaac Medina gives it his all for a kick to the goal
during a May soccer practice in Picture Butte at the Dorothy Dalgliesh
soccer fields. Medina is part of the  U8 Picture Butte 1 team The Lightning.

BY STEPHANIE LABBE
STAVELY
People can gather for cowboy poetry
and music for Father’s day weekend in
Stavely. Planning has been going well for
the 16th annual Willow Creek Cowboy
Gathering at the Stavely arena, June 17-
19. 
“Planning commenced as soon as last
year’s event was over, striving for
pertinent details,” says Audrey Egger,
secretary for the gathering. 
The event used to be held in mid-
July, but they switched it this year to
the Father’s Day weekend. 
“We have changed dates from mid July
to Father’s day weekend in June … hoping

to avoid conflicts with haying, Calgary
Stampede, weddings, reunions and family
summer vacations,” adds Egger. 
This year, some of the musicians
include George Blake, Noel Burles,
Charley Ewing and Breanna Lizotte.
Some poets this year include Shelley
Goldbeck, Morgan Wilson and Bryn
Thiessen.
Free, onsite, dry camping is available
for the entire weekend, so people can
stay put and enjoy the entertainment. 
The schedule of events will include
tall tales, humour, music, and vendors
with handmade leather goods, pottery,
jewelry, picture frames and more. 
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Willow Creek Gathering is on

BY STEPHANIE LABBE
FORT MACLEOD
Planning has been running smoothly
for the National Aboriginals Day coming
up June 21 at Head Smashed in Buffalo
Jump (HSIBJ). 
Every year, HSIBJ celebrates National
Aboriginal Day with a special event day
at the museum. There will be
entertainment and people can tour the
museum to get a sense of the Aboriginal
way of life and cultural history. 
Quinton CrowShoe, site marketing and
special events for HSIBJ, says the plans
are all taken care of for the event. 
They look forward to celebrating the
day with visitors.
“Plans are finalized and we are looking
forward to another exciting special event
at Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump,”
adds CrowShoe. 
This year is special as well, as National
Aboriginal Day is celebrating 20 years of
strong vibrant cultures and traditions,
says CrowShoe.
“This is a day for all Canadians to
recognize and celebrate the unique
heritage, diverse cultures and
outstanding contributions to First
Nations, Inuit and Metis peoples. The
Canadian Constitution recognizes these
three groups as Aboriginal peoples, also
known as Indigenous Peoples.”  
As each of these groups of people have
different beliefs and heritage, the
Government of Canada chose June 21
to celebrate them, as it’s the summer
solstice. 
For many generations, Indigenous
Peoples, along with communities have
been celebrating their heritage and
culture on or near June 21 for the
significance of the summer solstice as
the longest day of the year. 
It’s important to show respect when
making the program of events for this
celebration at HSIBJ. They make sure to
have an eventful day planned with
activities that will showcase the heritage
and culture of the Indigenous Peoples. 
“The National Aboriginal Day event
here at Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump
allows our First Nations staff members
an opportunity to feel a sense of pride
and share their stories and traditions
with visitors from around the globe.
Head Smashed in Buffalo Jump remains

a sacred site amongst the Plains
Blackfoot people — it is important that
we show great respect in our program
development,” adds CrowShoe. 
By holding this celebration event every
year, it shows the importance of heritage
and culture, to HSIBJ. Officials work
hard at preserving any bit of heritage
and culture they can, so they can
properly showcase it to the public.
“We feature some of Western Canada’s
best First Nation drummers and
dancers. National Aboriginal Day at
Head Smashed In has been featured
since the inception of National
Aboriginal Day in the mid-1990s,”
points out CrowShoe.
HSIBJ has been designated a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and that is a big deal
for them. Therefore, they have to keep a
good profile for that recognition. 
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Head Smashed in Buffalo
Jump celebrates June 21

File photo
Shirley Hill gives four-year-old Halle
Deerfoot a hug before a dance
demonstration celebrating National
Aboriginal Day at Head Smashed In
Buffalo Jump on June 21 in 2015.
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BY ROSE SANCHEZ
CONSORT
There are only a few weeks left to register for the Big
Gap Centennial Roundup, set to take place July 9.
The Big Gap Ranchers Round Up celebrates 100
years this summer. First started in 1916 it was only
held for four years until 1919. 
The last year was deemed as a way to celebrate the
end of the First World War and return of soldiers, so it
turned into a massive draw with more than 15,000 at
the three-day celebration.
First started in 1916, the event had a wild west
flavour. According to the Facebook page for the Big
Gap Centennial, names such as rodeo and stampede
were thrown out, but the organizing ranchers didn’t
like those suggestions. The name Ranchers Round -
Up suggested a big event of the year “and was a name
every westerner understood, a time when everyone
worked together to achieve a common goal.” The first
public wildwest show held in the Neutral Hills north
of Consort was thusly named Ranchers Round - Up.
History shows the 1916 Round - Up “came off
according to plans, there was no admission charge,
and no prize money. The cowboys that competed in
the rodeo events, did so for sheer pleasure and glory.
After it was all over, nobody really knew who had won,
and nobody seemed to care.”
To commemorate the Centennial this year, the East
Central Housing Committee decided to host a wagon
trek and trail ride event, along with other activities at
the stampede grounds in the Neutral Hills, explains
Wanda Diakow, on the organizing committee. 
The group hosted a trail ride a few years ago and it
was a success.
“We want to recognize a piece of history that
happened in our area,” adds Diakow.
At 9 a.m. on July 9, those taking part in the wagon
trek and trail ride will meet at The Big Gap Round -
Up Historical Cairn and make the picturesque 15-
mile trek to the Gooseberry Lake Rodeo Grounds.
Numerous events will take place at those rodeo
grounds for the rest of the day including a mini-ranch
rodeo, chuckwagon cast iron cooking, bannock

making and Red River jigging, butter making and
homemade jam competition, ice cream making, wool
spinning, leather works and saddle making displays,
horse shoeing and on-site Ferrier, handmade quilting,
local art, and old-time photo booth, Spencer Family
Treaty Number Six Memorabilia and Sansregret
Family Métis Memorabilia. The evening will include a
supper and dance.
The deadline to register for the event is June 19, so
organizers can determine final counts for meals. The
cost is $100 per adult, $50 per child aged seven to 12
and those ages six and younger are free. To just
attend the supper and dance is $35 or the dance only
is $10. Camping is available.
Neutral Hills Agricultural Society is sponsoring $50
towards each registration for Consort area 4-H club
members.
“We’re hoping to get at least 100 people,” says
Diakow, adding registrations were starting to trickle
in at the end of May.
Anyone interested in riding in a wagon can also
express interest in doing so. People who are bringing
a wagon for the event and have room for passengers,
can get $10 per passenger off of their registration if
they let organizers know how many seats they have
available.
For more information or to request a spot in a wagon

or offer seats in a wagon contact Charlotte Gilmer 403-
575-5618, or email biggap100@gmail.com. 
The website to register at is:
http://www.biggap100.com/ and Facebook under Big
Gap 100 is updated regularly.
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There will be a silent auction table with treasures for
the winners to take home. 
People will get to enjoy campfire boss, Noel Burles
on the Friday and Saturday evenings to keep the
music going. 
“Aside from the great entertainment and trade show,
we meet and become friends with lovely people from
… across the west,” adds Egger. 
This event is mostly funded by local businesses that
purchase advertisements in the program for the event. 
Egger says Vic Anderson of Estes Park said last
year’s Stavely was the best cowboy gathering
anywhere, ever. 
It’s anticipated to have an increased attendance this
year, partly due to the sad demise of neighbouring
events, as well because of the strong line up of
performers and vendors. 
By holding an event such as this in Stavely, it
benefits not only  Stavely, but surrounding

communities including Nanton and Claresholm. 
“Economic benefit spin offs to Nanton and
Claresholm as well as Stavely, plus we celebrate the
university of cultural pride,” adds Egger. 
Egger says people should go out and enjoy this
event, as it’s a great, low-cost, family weekend, free
dry camping, home style concession, children
activities, fun and fellowship.People can also enjoy a
cowboy breakfast and church on the Sunday morning
of the event. 
There’s always room fore more help as well by
volunteering.  
“Our small steering committee welcomes all help
from volunteers with set up and tear down and
promotion,” adds Egger. 
Tickets are available at the door for the event. 
There are no advance sales. 
The trade show will take place all weekend. 
People can purchase the weekend pass for $60, a
full day pass for $35 or a one-evening pass for $25.

Poetry Gathering helps with local economies
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“Our National Aboriginal Day special event has helped
increase our profile as a UNESCO World Heritage Site —
creating better understanding, communication and
helping to eliminate negative stereo types, while
educating our visitors, including many Albertans,” adds
CrowShoe. 
There will be drumming and dancing during the day
and visitors will have the opportunity to interact with
the performers. People will also get the chance to listen

to Blackfoot elders tell stories about the plains buffalo
culture. 
There will be guided facility tours running throughout
the day for those who want to learn as they check out
the site. As well there will be indigenous food sampling
and a live display of Alberta Birds of Prey. 
People can even take their turn at Atl Atl throwing,
which is an ancient hunting technique. The museum is
located 18 kilometres (15 minutes) north and west of
Fort Macleod on Secondary Highway 785.

National Aboriginal Day will be celebrated at HSBJ

Big Gap Centennial rounding up nicely

Photos contributed
Big Gap Round Up looks to be a wonderful trip into the past. (Below) the historical Cairn displayed.
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