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World-class haven for fans
of motorsports coming to
southern Alberta

By JAMIE RIEGER —
jrieger@prairiepost.com

When Calgary-based Dr. Jay Zelazo is
not working at his day job as a
radiologist, he can often be found
behind the wheel, racing around one of
the many motorsport tracks in North
America.

When he would return home to drive
at the Race City Motorsports Park, he
found the hometown track was not of
the same caliber as others around
Canada and the United States and
began considering bringing a world-
class facility to southern Alberta.

With other like-minded motorsports
enthusiasts, Zelazo and his father,
James, purchased some land near
Drumbheller and began working on
what is to become the Badlands
Motorsports Resort.

"Our founder, Jay Zelazo, he and his
family were into motorsports in
Calgary and would tour all over North
America. They noticed that the facility
in Calgary was not up to par with the

other facilities in North America and
felt Calgary could support something
like this," said Quentin Osborne,
communications coordinator for
Badlands Motorsports Resort.

The 425-acre plot of land, located a
half-hour drive west of Drumheller and
near Rosebud in Kneehhill County, is in
the centre of a major tourism hub for
southern Alberta and organizers are
hopeful the location will draw in
tourists who are also motorsport
enthusiasts.

"The Badlands is a booming tourism
area. The Motorsports Resort isn't just
a place for racers. A lot of families are
enthusiasts and the Badlands with its
scenery and attractions fits well into
what we are doing." said Osborne.

The group (Badlands Recreation
Development Corporation) contracted
the services of world-renowned
motorsports road course race tracks,
Alan Wilson, who has designed and
built many tracks around the world.

(Continued on Page 3)
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LET ME STRAIGHTEN THAT FOR YOU: The Swift Current SPCA's annual appeal to the
community Kicked off on Feb. 15 with a fun event to make residents aware of the fundraising
campaign. Three local celebrities were impounded at the shelter during the Celebrity Dog
Pound event and they had to raise at least $18 from 18 people before they were
released.Swift Current & District Chamber of Commerce CEO Karla Wiens had fun with some
playful cats at the animal shelter while she was impounded, Feb. 15. One of them decided to
play with her hair. For more on the fundraiser, please see Page 7.
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This image shows one of the proposed tracks weaving through coulee.
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Three thefts in Swift Current Crlmestoppers

CONTRIBUTED

Swift Current RCMP are looking for
assistance with the following crimes
that took place in Swift Current this
month:

Theft Under $5,000

On February 12, two laundry machines
at an apartment building on 4 Ave. NE in
Swift Current were broken into. Money
was stolen from the machines’ cash
boxes, and the cash boxes were also
taken. Approx. $400 was stolen.

The Swift Current City RCMP is
asklng if anyone has any 1nformat10n

regarding this theft to please contact
Cst. David WHITE of the Swift Current
Municipal RCMP Detachment.

Theft Under $5,000

The Swift Current City RCMP is
asking for the public’s assistance in
identifying a person of interest
regarding a theft that took place at a
business situated in the 1800 block of
22nd avenue in Swift Current,
Saskatchewan on November 24, 2017.

Any information regarding this
investigation please contact the Swift
Current City RCMP.

RCMP is asking for the public’s assnstance in identifying this person of interest regarding a theft
at a business on Nov. 25, 2017.

Screen captures contributed

Swift Current City RCMP has released these images of two persons of interest regarding a theft

that occurred on Nov. 4.

Theft Under $5,000

The Swift Current City RCMP is
asking for the public’s assistance in
identifying two persons of interest
regarding a theft that took place at a
business situated in the 1800 block of
22nd Avenue in Swift Current,
Saskatchewan on November 4, 2017.

Any information regarding the
identification of these two individuals
or this investigation please contact the
Swift Current City RCMP.

Saskatchewan Crime Stoppers will
pay up to $2,000 for information which

leads to an arrest or charge of
person(s) responsible for these offences
or any other serious crimes.
Saskatchewan Crime Stoppers is 100%
anonymous and does not subscribe to
call display nor are your calls traced or
recorded. Web and Text Tips are
encrypted. Call Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-TIPS (8477), text TIP206 and
your message to CRIMES (274637), or
you can submit a tip online at
www.saskcrimestoppers.com where
you can also view other unsolved
crimes.

Event to discuss book banned from Swift Current Library in 1923

BY MATTHEW LIEBENBERG—
mliebenberg@prairiepost.com

Should Swift Current library users have
the opportunity to read a book that was
banned 95 years ago from the local
library? Swift Current residents will be
able to share their opinions on this matter
during the 2018 Freedom to Read event at
the Swift Current Branch Library, Feb. 28.

The Swift Current Library Board
passed a motion in 1923 to remove the
book The Sheik by E.M. Hull from the
library:

This book was a precursor to the
modern romance novel, but at that time it
was viewed as a scandalous story.

According to Swift Current Branch
Library Manager Andrea McCrimmon
this decision to ban the book from the
library has apparently never been
changed.

The current library board will therefore
hold a special meeting during the
Freedom to Read event to decide if the
book should still be banned and residents
are invited to participate in the
discussion.

“It will be a good chance for the public
and the library board to have a discussion
about what the people of Swift Current
should be allowed to read, whether there
should be limits on what our citizens are
allowed to read or not, and then the board
will have a debate and vote on whether it
should be re-introduced into the library,”
she said.

The book is available for free online
through the Project Gutenberg website,
and she hopes people will have a chance
to read it before the Freedom to Read
event.

The 34th annual Freedom to Read Week
takes place from Feb. 25 to March 3 in
Canada. It is organized by the Freedom of
Expression Committee of the Book and
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Periodical Council to encourage
Canadians to think about and to confirm
their commitment to intellectual freedom.

“Freedom to Read is an event that
libraries across Canada celebrate every
year to take the opportunity to discuss
principles of intellectual freedom and the
roles that libraries play in ensuring that
people have access to the information that
they want,” McCrimmon explained.

Freedom of expression, as well as
freedom of thought, belief and opinion
are listed as fundamental freedoms in the
Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, but libraries and schools are
still being asked to remove books and
magazines that are considered offensive
or inappropriate.

“Ithink a lot of people aren’t aware that
books are still frequently banned and
challenged in Canada and around the
world, and here we have an example of a
book in our own city that’s been banned
from the library since 1923,” she said. “So
it’s a good opportunity to really talk about
why books get banned and to
acknowledge that there can be really
problematic things with books that get
banned, but also what do we as libraries
believe in terms of upholding intellectual
freedom.”

The 100th anniversary of the Swift
Current Branch Library will be
celebrated in 2018. McCrimmon became
aware of the 1923 decision by the library
board while researching the library’s
past.

“Ijust came across this really
interesting line in our history that we
have a book removed and I haven’t found
any evidence that it was ever unbanned,”
she said. “So I thought this would be a
perfect Freedom to Read event.”

English novelist E.M. Hull wrote The
Sheik in 1919. It became a best-seller;

. Photo by Matthew Liebenberg

Swift Current Branch Library Manager Andrea McCrimmon stands outside the library with a copy

of the banned book The Sheik by E.M. Hull.

probably due to the shocking nature of
the story, and the book was banned in
various places.

“It was the first really salacious
romance novel that became a best seller,”
McCrimmon mentioned. “It was like the
Fifty Shades of Grey of the 1920s. ... It
went through 50 printings alone in 1921
and it was the first novel ever to appear
on the best seller list for two consecutive
years. It was popular from the 1920s to the
1960s. So it sold over a million copies by
1965.”

The original library board minutes
from 1923 does not exist anymore.

The only record of the decision to
remove the book is a single sentence in a

brief history of the library, which was
prepared for the Swift Current library’s
90th anniversary celebration. The library
board’s motivation for that decision will
therefore remain a mystery.

“That’s a big thing to speculate on,” she
said. “On the one hand I can see why
people were uncomfortable with this
book, because it makes me uncomfortable
too, but on the other hand is it fair to have
a public library and say you're not
allowed to read this at the public library?”

The Freedom to Read event at the Swift
Current Branch Library starts at 7 p.m.
on Feb. 28, and everyone is welcome to
attend and to participate in the
discussion.
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