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E A S T  E D I T I O N
Friday, September 2, 2016

BY MATTHEW LIEBENBERG —
mliebenberg@prairiepost.com

New rates came into effect at City of Swift Current
Community Services facilities Sept. 1 to offset an
anticipated increase in facility operational expenses 
over the next two years.

Councillors approved the new facility rates, reviewed
every two years, at a regular council meeting, Aug. 29.

“Basically, the facility rates are looked at all the time,
but every two years we bring a recommendation to
Council based on what the expenses are doing,” City
General Manager Community Services Dean Robson said
after the meeting. “The expenses continue, not drastically,
but they do continue to rise. So we go through all areas
and facilities and programs to see what is in line with
covering our own facility operational expenses, but as
well, in comparison to some other communities.”

He noted that the facility rates for Swift Current
compare favourably with rates in other cities of a similar
size in the province.

“Right now, we are near the low end in most
categories,” he said. “So the slight increases that we do in
general don’t affect the individual a whole bunch.”

The City’s goal is to recover 40 per cent of overall
facility operating costs, but this recovery rate will differ
between facilities.

“Some will recover 60 per cent,” he said. “Some will
recover more, some will recover less than 40 (per cent),
but the balance would be well over 40 (per cent) right
now.”

Community Services achieved an overall facility
recovery rate of 41.5 per cent in 2015 and the budgeted

recovery rate for 2016 is 43.6 per cent.
The facility rate adjustments for the period Sept. 1, 2016

to Aug. 31, 2018 will result in a projected overall recovery
rate of 49 per cent from Sept. 1 to Aug. 31, 2017, and 47 per
cent from Sept. 1, 2017 to Aug. 31, 2018.

The main revenue generating facilities are the Credit
Union iplex, the Fairview arenas, Lt. Colonel Clifton
Centre, Kinetic Park, Fairview Pool, and the Aquatic
Centre. For these facilities the recovery rate will vary
from around 60 per cent for Kinetic Park to less than 
30 per cent for the Lt. Colonel Clifton Centre.

“Of course we’re always trying to just reduce the
amount that’s covered by the local taxpayer,” he said.
“So when you use a facility, that goes against the overall
and that’s referred to as the recovery.”

Some of these Community Services facilities are
categorized as minimal or non-revenue generating
facilities. They include Mitchell Field, minor ball fields,
adult softball fields, outdoor rinks and tennis courts,
soccer pitches and the skate park. The recovery rate for
these outdoor recreation facilities is below 20 per cent.

The facility rate adjustments for the next two years will
not mean users will in all cases be paying a higher rate to
use a facility.

“Right now, there are some areas that we’re quite low,
but there are also some areas that we’re a little high on
that will stay the same,” he said. “For example, camping
at Kinetic Park would stay the same, some of our
advanced lifesaving-swimming courses would stay the
same, but some of our junior swimming programs will 
go up.”

Ice rentals for minor groups at the iplex and Fairview
Arena will increase from the current $87 per hour (prime

time) to $93 for 2016/17 and $99 for 2017/18. The ice rental
fee for youth tournaments will increase from the current
$93 per hour to $100 in 2016/17 and $107 for 2017/18.

The hourly rate for outdoor rinks in the winter will
increase from the current $40 to $42 for 2016/17 and $44 in
2017/18.

Ball diamond rental rates will increase from the
current $72 for a diamond per game to $76 in 2016/17 and
$80 in 2017/18.

The seasonal fee for slo-pitch teams will increase from
$717 to $753 in 2016/17 and $790 in 2017/18. The rental fee
for Mitchell Field will increase from the current $227 per
game to $239 in 2016/17 and $251 in 2017/18.

Current admission fees at the Aquatic Centre and
Fairview Pool will remain the same for 2016/17, but there
will be a slight increase in 2017/18. For example, the cost
of a single entry for a child (ages 7-11) will increase from
$4.75 to $5 and for an adult the increase will be from $7 to
$8. There will be no increase over the next two years in
season passes at Fairview Pool or in aquatic year pool
passes.

Facility rates at Kinetic Park will increase over the next
two years. For example, the rental rate for the Palliser
Pavilion exhibit area will increase from the current $1,284
per day to $1,350 in 2016/17 and $1,416 in 2017/18.
The rental fee for the Frontier Saloon will go from the
current $320 per day to $336 in 2016/17 and $353 in 2017/18.

New fees are also introduced at some facilities. There
will be a rental fee of $90 per hour at the Swift Current
Museum for 2016/17, which will increase to $95 in 2017/18.
The rental fee for the Saskatchewan Hockey Hall of Fame
will be $193 per hour or $650 per day for 2016/17. The fee
will increase to $203 per hour or $683 per day for 2017/18.

Council approves new rates for Swift Current facilities

Photo by Matthew Liebenberg

Wheelstanding world record holder “Nitro Mike” Kunz of Mission, B.C., entertained the crowd in his highly modified Chrysler PT Cruiser at the Swift Current Drag Racing's Association's final
drag racing weekend, Aug. 27 and 28. He did a number of exhibition wheelstand runs down the quarter mile track at the Swift Current Airport on each day. He established an official Guinness
world record for the longest wheelstand (wheelie) by a car in Earlton, Ontario on Aug. 11, 2012, when he drove this vehicle over a distance of 2,500 feet on its rear wheels only. The
supercharged and alcohol fuelled 446 cubic inch Chrysler engine, which has been installed at the car's rear end, produces over 1,200 horsepower. He completed this run in 12.93 seconds and
reached a speed of 101 miles per hour..

New instructor at
MHC Conservatory
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Ali Mullin passed over her Medicine Hat
Exhibition and Stampede (MHES) crown
just this summer, but if all goes according
to plan, she could soon be wearing another
one this fall.

Mullin will compete in the Miss Rodeo
Canada contest in November during the
Canadian Finals Rodeo in Edmonton.

“It was fantastic. It really was an
experience of a lifetime,” says Mullin
about her year-long reign as MHES
Queen. “It was something that I will
remember forever.”

Now she plans on representing Medicine
Hat in Edmonton and hopefully earning
the national title as Miss Rodeo Canada.

Representing rodeo is something 
Mullin has always had her sights set on.
Originally from Manitoba where her

family still resides on their quarter horse
ranch, she moved to Medicine Hat to
pursue her post-secondary education in
visual communications at the college.

“It was the combination of the program
at the college and the rodeo royalty
program here that attracted me to move 
to Medicine Hat,” adds Mullin.

The year she spent representing the
Medicine Hat Exhibition and Stampede
was filled with activities and looking back
on it, Mullin can see just how much she
grew. Heading into the competition she
felt like a fairly well-rounded individual
with some life experience. After the busy
12 months, she saw just how much 
more she learned about herself, how 
her self-confidence grew and also the
improvement in her public speaking
skills.

“It’s made me feel even more prepared
now,” she adds, about the upcoming 

Miss Rodeo Canada competition.
Choosing to chase the national title

wasn’t a hard decision for the young
woman who is heading into her second
year, of three, at Medicine Hat College.
Officials with the Medicine Hat Stampede
are supportive, helping her with the
paperwork and agreeing to send her to the
competition as their representative this
year. Mullin also has to file reference
letters, fill out the official application and
submit the required photographs of
herself.

Once this is completed early this month,
Mullin begins the work to prepare for the
competition which is similar to the tasks
she faced with the MHES.

“It’s a very similar structure as to what
the public would have seen here. There is
a horsemanship competition, public
speaking and an interview. There is also 
a written exam on your rodeo knowledge
and modelling (aspects).”

Mullin calls the last year the best
practise of all, when it comes to preparing
for the competition. She also has some
great resources she can access since six
past Medicine Hat royalty have competed
on the national stage.

“I’ve been talking to some of those
resources and getting tips and tricks,”
adds Mullin. “I’ve been riding horses and
studying for the written test and learning
about Canadian rodeo.”

She has also been doing some modelling
work when she can to try to build her
confidence in that area.

With the amount of time that is required
to be involved in the royalty programs,
Mullin is grateful she has understanding
instructors at Medicine Hat College.

She has taken on a slightly lighter load
for this semester so she can better prepare
for the November competition.

If her push for the title is successful,
she knows she may have to make some
decisions about holding off returning 
to her program for a year.

After her graduation from the college,
Mullin hopes to use her education to
pursue a career as a graphic designer
specializing working with agricultural or
small businesses.

“If I were to be successful, I’m still
trying to figure that part out,” she adds,
admitting it is important to give a plan
some consideration. “I think college will
still be there. This is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity if I’m fortunate to win. I
would get to travel across North America
promoting the awesome sport of rodeo.

“I would love the opportunity to promote
this sport. It’s something I’ve grown up
with and I’m passionate about it — the
western lifestyle and culture.”

Mullin’s other favourite part about being

involved in rodeo and the royalty program
has been the opportunities she has had to
meet new people.

“I was pretty new to Medicine Hat when
I moved here and ran for the (MHES) title.
It was a really special experience because
I had the opportunity to meet people in
Medicine Hat that I wouldn’t have met
otherwise.”

Mullin, as Stampede Queen, was able 
to meet children, parents, go into schools
and also did a lot of work with the United
Way of Southeastern Alberta.

“I felt like it was a really amazing way to
get to know the City of Medicine Hat and
the surrounding area,” she adds. “I got to
see some pretty cool stuff.”

Mullin is looking for sponsors to 
help support her in her quest to become
Miss Rodeo Canada and does plan on
holding at least one fundraiser this fall.

She has created a Facebook page where
she shares information and updates 
about her quest under Ali Mullin - MRC
Hopeful. She has also created a Go Fund
Me page at: https://www.gofundme.com/
rodeoqueen-ali.

Former Medicine Hat Stampede queen taking
a run for the national Miss Rodeo Canada title

BY ROSE SANCHEZ —
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Earlier this summer wet and stormy
weather forced the postponement of the
12-34 Cafe and Pub’s fundraiser
benefitting two worthy charities, but the
annual event is gearing up for another go
Saturday, Sept. 17.

This will be the fourth year the 12-34 cafe
and pub has held the fundraiser
supporting Prairie Rose School Division’s
Kaleidoscope of the Arts. The other
charity chosen this year to receive a
portion of the proceeds will be Canadian
Reaching Out to the World’s Children
Foundation.

“We had to cancel because it just poured
that day,” explains Paulette Heller, about
the June date. She sits on the Kaleidoscope
committee and is heavily involved with
the Elkwater business, as it is owned by
her son Matthew and daughter Stephanie.

Because the June event was cancelled

with only a few days notice, some people
still did show up even with bad weather.
There were about 50 in attendance and
some of the more time-sensitive items,
such as tickets to Medicine Hat Exhibition
and Stampede summer events were
auctioned off.

“We did make a couple thousand that
night,” Heller adds. The jazz singers set to
entertain, also still performed, as they
were already in the area having taken part
in Medicine Hat’s Jazz Fest.

It was decided to try again to hold the
fundraiser later in September, as people
would be back into their fall routines with
the return of school.

The evening’s events on Sept. 17 will
include performances by Prairie Rose
School Division (PRSD) students with the
main act being jazz singer Natasha
Shannon and guitar player Rick Lait. A
barbecue steak supper is always popular
and there will be live and silent auction
components. Dennis Lutz returns as the

auctioneer. Activities get underway at 4
p.m. with supper served at 6 p.m.

“Last year we served about 120 steaks
and it was wonderful,” Heller told the
PRSD board of trustees at a meeting in
April.

Last year’s event raised about $8,000 for
Kaleidoscope which helps pay for the
rental of the Esplanade in Medicine Hat.

The Heller siblings started the
fundraiser in 2013 as a way to give back to
the community in which they were
educated and raised. Both graduated from
Eagle Butte High School in Dunmore and
pursued post-secondary education
elsewhere. They now help operate the
family ranch north of Walsh and run the
business in Elkwater.

The fundraiser always benefits Prairie
Rose’s arts event, but also another charity
of the business owners’ choosing. In 2013
the charity to benefit was Lifeline Haiti, in
2014 it was the Venturer’s Society of
Calgary and Southern Alberta and last

year it was the CORE Association.
Heller says holding the fundraising

event is all about giving back to the
community. She likes that the event
supports children and giving them
exposure and experience in the arts.

“Performing on a big stage is an
experience that all kids should have,” she
adds.

The restaurant area can seat about 175
people so organizers are hoping for a full
house for the evening meal and
entertainment.

Heller says people can just show up the
evening of the event, but she would prefer
if people would reserve tickets so
organizers know how much food to
prepare. Donations of auction items
would also still be gratefully received.

Tickets for the meal can be purchased by
phoning 403-928-3975 or 403-488-2920.
Anyone interested in donating silent or
live auction items can phone or e-mail:
Elkwater1234cafe@gmail.com.

Elkwater’s 12-34 Cafe set to give annual fundraiser a second go Sept. 17

One of Ali Mullin’s favourite parts of the job of being Stampede royalty was meeting people,
especially those of the younger generations.
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Ali Mullin, who represented the Medicine Hat
Exhibition and Stampede in 2015, will try to
become the next Miss Rodeo Canada in
November.


